Conspiracy 
Attributed tp fei 

WASHINGTON ( AP)/— A fomex Condon 
police inspector testified today that James 
Earl Ray boasted in rambling jailhouse 
conversations of paificipatihg in. a con- 
spiracy to assassinate civil rights leader 
Martin Luther King Jr. : ■ 

Alexander A. 1^ told the House assassi- 
nations committee that Ray repeatedly ex- 
pressed hatred against black people and 
said he might “get into Africa at some 


stage to kill some more.” v v : ■ 4 > 

But Eist testified that Ray gave him- no 
clear account of King's assassinafion and 
never described his own part ^y further 
than throwing the rifle away after King 
was shot. V., : : I . 


Elsi was the lead-off witness as the com- : 
mittee began a month-Iohg ^ries of public - 
hearings into the slaying of King to Mem- 
phis, Tenn., on April 4, : ■ ■ 

“Ray never reaUy told me he ptoled toe 
mgger or anything like that” El^ said; 
“But he stated he threw the gtni away” 
The apparent essa^ation rifle, bear- 
ing Ray's fingerprints, was found after 
King shot near the rootatog . house 
from which Memphis police believe the 
shot wss fired. H ; X 


But i^y contends he delivered toe rifle 
to a mj^ery man he knewoifiy as Raoiii 
the day before the assassination fof what l 
he thought was only a guiHunaing bpei^ 1 
ation and never saw t^e rifle after fimt 
Eist said Ray. now sarvtog a 59-yek sen- 
tence as toe convicted assassin, made toe 
statements after he was arrei^ed in Lon- 
don in June im, where he fled following 
King's assassination. Eist was a^ghed to 
guard Ray in jail 

Ray pleaded guilty in court to; King’s 
murder but publicly recanted that confes^- 
Sion and contends he was set up to take the 
blame by the mystery man he knew onlyas^^ 



